THE  UNSEEN EMPIRE
out of them, lie before the period with which we are
now dealing. The basis for the industrial rise of
Great Britain was laid in those predatory days, but
when the rise actually began they were practically at
an end. When the United States made the Declaration
of Independence and forcibly cut itself off from the
Motherland, the rulers of Great Britain were compelled
to realize that the only possible basis for a permanent
relationship was one of give as well as take.
Great Britain's great foreign-invested resources to-day
cannot be described as merely the result of a successful
robber crusade throughout the world. On the con-
trary, they are rather the tangible result of Great
Britain's industrial predominance in the nineteenth
century. The factories of Great Britain were built
before the factories of the Continent, and their
machinery began to turn at a time when both Europe
and the United States were still sunk pleasantly in
the agreeable and contemplative tenor of handicraft
production. The industrial products of Great Britain
poured into this idyll like a mighty river overflowing
its banks and breaking down all barriers. The world
was only too ready to accept what was offered and all
countries greedily seized on these cheap products, for
they gave the poorer strata such clothes as only the
well-to-do had possessed previously, and they gave the
master-artisan machinery which permitted him to
increase the number of his apprentices and journey-
men rapidly without greatly increasing the cost of their
maintenance. In those long years of prosperity the
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